
SEATED SCHOLAR INK STICK
$180
c. 1850  •  Northern China, China  •  Ink, Steel  •  Collection #CMKH116

W: 2.25"  D: 1.5"  H: 3.75"

Along with the inkstone, brush, and paper, the inkstick was essential to a scholar’s practice of calligraphy and brush

painting. Made of soot and animal glue that was pressed into a mold to harden, these solid inks were sometimes infused

with incense or essences of clove, sandalwood or other fragrant oils. To reconstitute the ink, the scholar would grind the

inkstick against an inkstone with a small quantity of water to produce liquid ink. Qing Dynasty scholars surrounded

themselves by beauty and inspiration; even the most humble of their tools was no exception. Continued...

1740 W. Webster Ave., Chicago, IL 60614  •  773-235-1188  •  info@pagodared.com

P A G O D A R E D . C O M



SEATED SCHOLAR INK STICK
Masterfully shaped into a cartouche, this example features a scholar sitting with his books over a rushing river. Each

time the scholar put the stick to use, he would contemplate the finely wrought image.
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