
ETERNAL PROSPERITY BAMBOO BRUSH POT
$388
c. 1850  •  Northern China, China  •  Bamboo  •  Collection #T110

H: 4.0"  Dia: 2.5"

A Qing-dynasty scholar once rested his calligraphy brushes in this exceptional brush pot. Appealing to the scholar’s

appreciation for natural forms, the pot takes its form directly from the cylindrical shape of bamboo. Naturalistic carvings

of heads of cabbage decorate the pot as symbols of long-lasting prosperity, a reference to the similar pronunciation of

the Chinese word for “cabbage” as that for “hundred” and “wealth.”  In China, heads of cabbage can still be seen

displayed outside homes as a bow to tradition and a wish for wealth and well being.
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